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In November 1999, Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg dropped "Still D.R.E.", the lead 
single from The Chronic: 2001 album. In the intervening 11 years between 
then and now I have listened to this song hundreds and maybe even 
thousands of times. But it took until Christmas Eve 2010 for me to hear it in 
a completely new way. That was the day that Secretly Canadian/Sincerely 
Yours band jj oakim Benon and Elin Kastlander) released their mixtape 


Kills online for free. 


Kills' opening track, "Still," finds the Swedish duo layering ethereal vocals 
over the synthesizer-fueled bump of Dre's original beat. This pattern 
repeats itself throughout the album with jj taking on other hip-hop hits such 
as the Jay Z/Alicia Keys smash "Empire State of Mind" (which becomes 
“New Work" on the mixtape) and T-Pain/Lil' Wayne's "Can't Believe It" 


("Believe"). 


The lyrical content of each song consists of out-of-context lines from other, 
unrelated rap songs. On some tracks, interview snippets — including Nicki 
Minaj addressing her beef between Lil’ Kim on Hot 97 and T.I. opening up 


prior to being sent to prison —are added to the mix. 


Despite the beauty and craftsmanship on display in Kills, it's difficult to get 
completely lost in the music. The central conceit of this album has the 
listener peeking around every corner for some indication for what might be 
next. Kills works best when the material being reworked feels lived in 
enough to allow for reinterpretation. The production feel shakiest when the 
song in question is still relatively new, such as when a classic Notorious 
B.I.G. verse from Life After Death's "My Downfall" by way of Diddy-Dirty 
Money ("Angels") is buttressed with an album-ending tribute to a trio of 
songs from Kanye West's only weeks-old My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy 


("Boom" and "High End"). 


